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Overview and Scrutiny Committee
30 JANUARY 2017

Present: Councillors: Leonard Crosbie (Chairman), Toni Bradnum, Alan Britten, 
Paul Clarke, Jonathan Dancer, Matthew French, Nigel Jupp, 
Ben Staines, Michael Willett and Tricia Youtan

Apologies: Councillors: David Coldwell, Roger Clarke, Tim Lloyd, Brian O'Connell 
and David Skipp

SO/43  MINUTES

The minutes of the Committee held on 28th November 2016 were approved as a 
correct record and signed by the Chairman.

SO/44  DECLARATIONS OF MEMBERS' INTERESTS

There were no declarations of interest.

SO/45  ANNOUNCEMENTS

There were no announcements.

SO/46  CABINET MEMBER INTERVIEW

The Cabinet Member for Housing and Public Protection was invited to provide 
Members with their portfolio summary before answering questions raised by the 
Committee.

1. Commuted Sums (approximately £11m) were accepted by HDC from 
developers in lieu of building Affordable Homes. It is suggested that the 
Homes Company, under consideration by the Council in partnership with 
a RSL, may use the bulk of the Commuted Sums as seed capital. In that 
event, will the majority of the dwellings built by the Council’s company be 
Affordable Homes and with exclusive nomination rights for HDC?

The Cabinet Member for Housing and Public Protection replied as 
follows:

We already support Housing Associations (RSL’s) with commuted sums 
payments to maximise delivery of affordable rented accommodation on 
sites. The intention is definitely for this to continue wherever possible.
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Any affordable rented accommodation built by a housing company 
created by HDC will provide 100% nomination rights to those in housing 
need on Horsham’s housing register.

2. Can the Council’s Housing Officers confirm that ex-members of HM 
Forces are given priority in accommodation allocation when seeking 
residence in Horsham District? Also, can they indicate how many such 
applicants have been identified in the past three years?

The Cabinet Member for Housing and Public Protection replied as 
follows:

We have signed up to the Armed Forces covenant, as such Armed 
Forces personnel in urgent housing need receive additional preference 
through the Housing Register and Nominations Policy.

These members of the Armed Forces need to be eligible, qualify and not 
be disqualified. 

The following groups of Armed Forces personnel have an automatic 
qualification:

• Be a former or serving member of the armed forces who needs to 
move because of a serious injury, medical condition or disability 
sustained as a result of their service or

• Be a bereaved spouse or civil partner of a member of the armed 
forces leaving Services Family Accommodation following the 
death of their spouse or partner or

• Be a serving or former member of the Reserve Forces who needs 
to move because of a serious injury, medical condition or disability 
sustained as a result of his/her service

• Be a member of the Armed Forces or former service personnel 
that has been discharged in the previous five years.

3. As RSLs are now obliged to build the bulk of new homes as Shared 
Ownership/Starter Homes how do our Housing Officers see their further 
options for nominated families for Affordable Homes?

The Cabinet Member for Housing and Public Protection replied as 
follows:

Housing Associations (RSL’s) are not currently required to build the bulk 
of new homes as shared ownership or starter homes. 

The Horsham District Planning Framework (HDPF) currently requires 
70/30 split of the 35% affordable in favour of affordable rented 
accommodation with the remainder being shared ownership. 
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This can be amended based on specific scheme viability but the starting 
point is always weighted towards affordable rented properties. 

The Housing White Paper is due to be released 6th February 2017. This 
will provide guidance on starter homes amongst many other issues in 
respect of planning, construction and possibly incentives for over 
occupying older residents to vacate their homes.     

4. I see from news reports that single homeless men are outside the rules 
which oblige Councils to house homeless families. I also see that some 
£48m is to be made available to remove this discrimination. Do we have 
any idea of the numbers involved and if HDC will be a recipient of 
funding?

The Cabinet Member for Housing and Public Protection replied as 
follows:

Towards the end of 2016 we were successful with a joint bid alongside 
District and Borough Council’s in East and West Sussex in securing 
Rough Sleeper funding of £470,000.  

Representatives from East and West Sussex authorities (Horsham are 
represented) are meeting 22nd February to plan the next steps and how 
this additional funding will be used to best support rough sleepers. The 
funding will likely be split 50/50 between East and West Sussex. 

Background rough sleeper figures for 2016 Sussex rough sleeper count 
are:

• Increase of 66 from 78 to 144 in Brighton and Hove (+ 85%), 
these make up over half the rough sleepers in Sussex

• Increase of 16 from 40 to 56 in East Sussex (+ 40%)
• Decrease of 13 from 93 to 80 in West Sussex (- 14%)

Horsham’s figures are as follows:

• 2016 – 6
• 2015 – 3
• 2014 – 2
• 2013 – 5

SO/47  REPLIES FROM CABINET/COUNCIL REGARDING OVERVIEW AND 
SCRUTINY RECOMMENDATIONS

The Committee received the reply from the Cabinet Member for Planning and 
Development to the recommendations from the Overview and Scrutiny 
Committee to alter the procedure in relation to how Members are involved in the 
s106 process.
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RESOLVED

That the reply from the Cabinet Member for Planning and 
Development to the recommendations made by the Overview and 
Scrutiny Committee was noted.

REASON

All replies from Council and Cabinet to recommendations of the 
Committee are to be received.

SO/48  REVIEW OF THE PROPOSED COUNCIL BUDGET 2017/18

The Head of Finance provided Members with a summary of the 2017/18 Budget 
and the Medium Term Financial Strategy to 2020/21. Members noted that there 
the Budget is forecast to be balanced until 2020/21.

Members discussed the Capital Project budgets and associated figures.

Members concluded that no recommendations were to be made.

SO/49  TO APPROVE THE TERMS OF REFERENCE FOR THE CRIME AND 
DISORDER SUB-COMMITTEE

The Terms of Reference were approved by the Committee.

SO/50  SCRUTINY GUIDE - JANUARY 2017

Members were in favour of the draft version of the new HDC Scrutiny Guide.

Members agreed that they should be informed of any amendments and updates 
made to the document going forward.

SO/51  WSCC HEALTH AND ADULT SOCIAL CARE SELECT COMMITTEE

Members agreed to discuss who should be the representative outside of the 
meeting when all Members have access to their calendars and the schedule of 
the WSCC Health and Adult Social Care Select Committee.

SO/52  SUB-COMMITTEES - CHAIRMAN'S UPDATE

a) The Chairman of the Business Improvement Sub-Committee S106 
Review Task and Finish Group presented the minutes of the last 
meeting.

b) The Crime and Disorder Sub-Committee had not met since the last O&S 
Committee meeting.
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c) The Chairman of the Finance and Performance Sub-Committee has 
nothing to report.

d) The Chairman of the Social Inclusion and Health Sub-Committee 
presented the minutes of the last SI&H meeting.

SO/53  TO RECEIVE ANY SUGGESTIONS FOR THE OVERVIEW AND SCRUTINY 
WORK PROGRAMME

The Overview and Scrutiny Committee received a work programme suggestion 
from the Governance Project Manager. The Suggestion was for the Committee 
to undertake a Self-Evaluation between February and March 2017. The 
Committee agreed to the Self Evaluation as soon as possible.

Members asked agreed to look over the HDC Economic Strategy at the next 
meeting.

Members asked for an update on the air quality of Storrington to be provided at 
the next meeting. 

SO/54  URGENT BUSINESS

There was no urgent business.

The meeting closed at 7.26 pm having commenced at 5.30 pm

CHAIRMAN


